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Ways to broaden NSF Support: 
 

• Navigating the NSF “Maze” 
• Knowing Who’s Who and how that helps you 
• Finding what we’ve funded 
• Keeping up with what’s new 
• What’s actually new 
• A few words about Innovation funding 
• It’s up to you too 



Navigating the NSF “Maze” – how we are organized  
& why you need to know this information 



Navigating the NSF “Maze” -- Find your 
research/program/division/directorate 

If you know 
your 
Directorate, 
start here. 



Navigating the NSF “Maze” -- Find your 
research/program/division/directorate 

If you want to 
browse for 
specific 
programs, 
what’s new and 
some cross-
cutting 
activities, start 
here. 



Knowing Who’s Who and how that helps you 



Finding what we’ve funded 

The “quick and dirty” way – on 
NSF’s home page. … 

Or, the more detailed way … 



Find Relevant Projects, Researchers, Programs, Program Directors 



Careful with your query – you may get more than you bargained for … 



Publications resulting from this research will 
appear here – a great information source! 

Click on those of interest and you will be able to get lots of details. 



More Options 

Lots of statistics 

And, there are other categories of information you can query. 



NSF Funding Rate Statistics: 
Award Search 
    => More Options 
 => Funding Trends 
   
    

For Example: Summary Proposal and Award Information (Funding Rate) by 
State and Organization  

FY 2009 CISE Funding Rate for Research Grants 

Advice: 

Don’t spend time on trying to 
analyze the numbers 

Don’t dwell on the numbers 

Don’t blame the numbers 

Best “game plan”: submit an 
excellent proposal addressing 
program’s goals 

12 



Keeping up with what’s new --  Subscribe to 
NSF’s mailing list 

13 



What’s actually new 



Speaking of Funding – of NSF’s roughly $ 7 B 
Budget in 2011 



A few words about Innovation funding .. more to follow at break-out sessions 



• Keep informed about what is going on at NSF and National priorities. 

• Of course, send your best ideas to NSF: BUT -- consistent with program 
focus and goals – read those solicitations carefully 

• Collaborate – the world is becoming intra-, inter-, trans, -multi-
disciplinary … this is reflected in many NSF new foci 

• Get to know your Program Director(s) 

• Volunteer to be a reviewer and panelist 

• Call our attention to things that need improvement 

• Think about transition strategies from basic research to prototyping and 
production 

• Participate in NSF-funded events, workshops, etc. 

• Organize research directions planning workshops 

• Mentor your new faculty – send them to NSF (Arlington, VA) to speak 
with PDs 

• Plan to serve as a program officer (“rotator”) or division director 

 

The “bottom line” – achieving funding is more complicated than 
just responding to an NSF Solicitation 



Questions? 


