Problem Definition in Lake Champlain

> Framing analysis is a transdisciplinary research method found to be especially favorable in social science-based research. This particular method is
an effective way to measure the way people understand certain situations and choose to describe and/or categorize them. In terms of water quality,
framing analysis helps researchers evaluate howboth public and private individuals and organizations are defining the problem.

Research Questions
How have problems of
water quality of Lake
Champlain been
defined over the
Yyears? What
responses emerged
from these frames?
What’s driving some of
these transitions?

Methods
Implementing
document research,
data collection focused
on how government
documents, reports
from various
organizations
addressing Lake
Champlain water
quality, and local
newspaper articles
and media defined the
conditions of Lake
Champlain. After
determining seven
different categories in
which these problem
definitions fell, the
same sources were
used to gain
information on the
kind of actions that
followed the different
frames in hopes of
finding a pattern or
most effective
‘problem definition.’
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